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ABOUT
HSA

The legal profession is changing rapidly in light of market
disruption, changing client expectations and technological
developments. Established in 2003, HSA's focus on continuing
evolution has enabled us to constantly adapt to emerging
market dynamics and deliver consistent value to clients.

We are a full-service law firm that prides itself on combining
knowledge, experience and expertise to create outcome-
oriented solutions and ensure our clients stay ahead of J
emerging opportunities and risks. Our areas of expertise include

Projects, Energy & Infrastructure; Banking & Finance; ’
Restructuring & Insolvency; Corporate & Commercial; Regulatory

& Policy; Defence & Aerospace; Dispute Resolution;

Environment, Health & Safety; Real Estate; Securities & Capital

Markets; Technology, Media & Telecommunications; Taxation

and Investigations.

We are a law firm built around people. \We embrace 1
collaboration while advising our clients and assemble teams of .
experts to bring the right talent to address every client issue. Our

belief in delivering legal advice that recognizes each clients'

strategic goals and business requirements allows us to offer

pragmatic and implementable support across our platform of

practices and sectors.

We measure our success by the service we provide to clients,

irrespective of the size, scope and scale of the matter at hand.

\X/e are a team of 30+ partners and over 150 professionals based

out of four offices across India's major cities - Delhi, Mumbai,

Bengaluru and Kolkata. =

1 1 1

The key strength of the team is that HSA Advocates is an excellent law Praised for having ‘great
there is partner involvement firm with proactive approach and knowledge’ of the practice area

throughout the course of exceptional team which provides and for ‘clear’ communication of
assignments which ensures quick prompt service and very clear complicated legal matters to
turnaround of deliverables. opinions. clients.

~ Chambers and Partners ~ Legal 500 ~ RSG India Report




TAXATION
IN INDIA

India's taxation landscape has witnessed significant changes in recent
times. The steps taken by government to streamline tax policy and
administration framework have been instrumental in enhancing
India's perception as an attractive investment destination as well as
improving the country's position in the World Bank's Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB) rankings.

Specific steps taken by the government include rationalization of tax
slabs, reduction of corporate tax, abolishment of dividend distribution
tax, series of tax exemptions to promote industrial activity across key
sectors, tax exemptions to SWFs to boost the inflow of institutional
capital, refinement in digital economy taxation modalities, tax dispute
settlement schemes, alleviation of systemic issues in GST
administration, Exempting non-resident from filing tax returns in
certain conditions, etc.

While these are all welcome steps, they will undoubtedly increase
tax uncertainty over the short to medium term. The risks get further
amplified by the significant potential for disputes arising from varying
interpretations of statutory provisions and regulations by the industry,
administrative authorities and the judiciary. This necessitates an
immediate focus on tax dispute resolution strategy that can leverage
the usual dispute resolution for a as well as alternate resolution
platforms such as Authority for Advance Rulings and Dispute
Resolution Panel.

For effective tax management, a company's tax strategy must not
only respond to present concerns but also anticipate emerging
requirements. An early analysis from the perspective of facts,
documentary evidences, judicial precedents and appropriate for a
can be valuable while contemplating and finalizing a response
strategy.

HSA Advantage

Expert team of lawyers and
chartered accountants
recognized known for their
proactive and proficient
support on a wide spectrum
of direct and indirect tax-
related issues

Dedicated tax disputes team

that directly represents
clients and argues matters
before various courts and
tribunals

Sector-specific, tailored
support based on the teams’
experience and exposure in
addressing taxation
challenges for diverse
industry verticals




OUR
SERVICE OFFERINGS

Business strategy

Market entry, risk assessment, business planning
support

Advisory support on Defence Procurement Procedure
(DPP) and policies, program categorization and its
impact on business strategy

Due diligence and attendant transaction support
Revenue structuring support

Bid process assistance

Tax advisory and strategy

Full suite of services in designing, implementing and
defending overall tax strategy

Strategic tax solutions on all aspects of business activity
including entry strategy, holding company analysis,
capitalization, supply chain issues, Intellectual Property
Right planning, tax incentives, cash repatriation and
structuring of sale/exit

Tax advisory services for inbound and outbound
investment structures, including structuring, planning
and risk management

Comprehensive solutions for all aspects of M&A and
restructuring activities including due diligence,
acquisitions, mergers, demergers, restructuring, JVs
and other group restructuring

Tax dispute resolution

Representation and attendant support on direct and
indirect tax litigation, Advance Rulings, Mutual
Agreement Procedure under tax treaties as well as
arbitration under Bilateral Investment Promotion
Agreements

Assistance in filing writ petitions and briefing counsel for
hearings before High Courts and the Supreme Court
Alternative dispute resolution mechanisms, including
those under tax treaties, Bilateral Investment Promotion
Agreements and the Advance Ruling route are some of
the options that can be effectively leveraged to address
tax controversies

Compliance

Assisting in preparation and filing of corporate tax
returns

Providing corporate tax litigation assistance, including
representation services

Undertaking other compliances viz. tax registrations,
NIL / lower withholding tax certificates from tax
authorities, certification

Indirect tax

Assisting in audits conducted by departmental
authorities as well as assistance in summons
proceedings and various enquiries, etc.

Identifying product tariff classification and rates under
customs

Assistance in undertaking provisional and final
assessments and analyzing various tax incentives and
related benefits granted under state industrial policies
Assisting in making applications and obtaining
exemptions/refunds

Setting up and operationalizing EOUs, STP units or SEZ
units and suggesting suitable tax efficient structure

GST advisory and compliance

Advising on various GST related queries

Identify key issues/areas of representations and
making representations before the GST Council
Identify risks and opportunities viz. areas of non-
compliance and potential tax exposures, areas of
savings, etc. and providing suggestions on the same
Review of various processes followed by Company
from GST perspective

Litigation review exercise to formulate strategy for swift
resolution of matters

Providing end to end support including liaising with the
authorities and obtaining refund orders



OUR PRACTICE
HIGHLIGHTS

ACC

On assisting and appearance before various quasi-
Jjudicial authorities and Tax Tribunals and provided tax
advisory in relation to various day to day activities of the
company

ACME CLEANTECH SOLUTIONS

In relation to drafting and filing of a writ Petition before
the Delhi High Court seeking various remedies including
allowing the client to file refund claims manually and
directions to the authorities to release the refund
amount arising out of default of the client to file refund
claims of excess GST paid on inputs (inverted tax
structure) owing the error in the systems which resulted
in the tax department granting refund of INR 201 million
to the client

ACME SOLAR HOLDINGS

In a Writ Petition in the High Court of Judicature at
Bombay (Nagpur bench: Nagpur), challenging the
safeguard duty at the rate of 25% on imported Solar
cells and modules

AVANTOR PERFORMANCE MATERIALS INDIA

In relation to the classification of around 100 chemical
substances as per the customs law, which were to be
imported by the Client since the correct classification of
items as per the custom law is imperative for an
importer as the rate and quantum of duty is dependent
on the tariff heading of an item

CHIRIPAL INDUSTRIES
On tax issues arising out of interpretation of exemption
notification

COMPANIA ESPANOLA DE FINANCIACION DEL
DESARROLLO COFIDES, S.A.

On tax implications on investment in shares in a power
company in India, tax on dividend arising out of such
investment, and tax on exiting from the venture

EICHER GOODEARTH
On day to day basis on various issues relating to excise
law (tax on manufacturing), service tax and customs law

GETIT INFOSERVICES

On various tax issues arising out of acquisition of a
running business of grocery and other tax advisory in
respect of various services being provided by Getit to its
clients for placement of advertisement on its online
portal

GUJARAT STATE ELECTRICITY CORPORATION

In prosecuting a case against the Government of India
to challenge orders and circular whereby the
Government has denied export benefits to the client

ISOLUX CORSAN

On the various tax exposures of exiting an existing JV
with an Indian company which was engaged in a
contract pertaining to metro railin India

MUMBAI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

On the applicability of royalty in respect of land
development work carried out for Navi Mumbai
International Airport as per the provisions of the Mines &
Minerals (Development & Regulation Act, 1957 read with
The Maharashtra Minor Mineral Extraction
(Development and Regulation) Rules 2013

MARATHON ELECTRIC INDIA

On issues relating to service tax and excise laws and
assisting in reply to notice of tax demand issued by the
Department

STATKRAFT GROUP

On proposing to form a JV with an Indian company to
set up a solar power projects in India on tax implications
under the DTAA between India and Norway



HSA
AT A GLANCE

Full-service capabilities
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New Delhi Mumbai Bengaluru Kolkata
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